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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS AND 
INVITATION/ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Sealed bids will be received by the Town of Bluffton for the Buck Island-Simmonsville Sewer 
Extension (Phase Three), and are due by 9:00 AM (Local Time) on Wednesday, July 29, 2015 at 
Town Hall, P.O. Box 386, 20 Bridge Street, Bluffton, South Carolina (29910).  In accordance 
with policies contained within the Town of Bluffton Purchasing Manual, all conforming bids are 
received, they will be publicly opened and read aloud. Bids shall be clearly marked as "IFB 
2015-50� Buck Island - Simmonsville Sewer Extension (Phase Three)" and offerors shall submit 
one (1) original and four copies by the stated deadline. 

The work under this Contract will consist generally of the following: 
- Sewer main extensions 
- Water and sewer services 
- Surface rehabilitation 

The Plans and Specifications are available for inspection a n d / o r  d o w n l o a d  on the 
Town of Bluffton's website Town of Bluffton Bid Opportunities , Number  2015-50 .  All 
addendums will also be posted here along with answers to any questions.  You will be expected 
to address any addendums and account for their impact in either your scope of work and related 
cost. 

All questions concerning the Plans, Specifications, and other Contract Documents shall be directed 
to John Hutchinson at the Town of Bluffton, P.O. Box 386, Bluffton, South Carolina (29910), either 
via fax at (843)706-4533, or e-mail at  jhutchinson@townofbluffton.com.   All questions must 
be submitted no later than 5:00 PM on Wednesday, July 22, 2015.    Answers to all questions will 
be prepared and, within 24 hours, posted in writing to the Town of Bluffton website, along with 
any addendums 

Bidders on this Work will be required to comply with the President's Executive Order No. 11246 
and Order No. 11375 which prohibit discrimination in employment regarding race, creed, color, sex 
or national origin. 

This project will be partially constructed with funds provided by the South Carolina Department of 
Commerce, Division of Community Grant Programs, under the State's Community Development 
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Block Grant (CDBG) Program. All federal CDBG requirements will apply to the contract. Bidders 
on this work will be required to comply with the President's Executive Order No. 11246 & Order 
No. 11375 which prohibits discrimination in employment regarding race, creed, color, sex, or 
national origin. Bidders must comply with Title VI if the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Davis-Bacon 
Act, the Anti-Kickback Act, the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act, and 40 CFR
33.240. 

Bidders must also make positive efforts to use small and minority-owned business and to offer 
employment, training and contracting opportunities in accordance with Section 3 of the Housing 
and Urban Development Act of 1968. Attention of bidders is particularly called to the 
requirements as to conditions of employment to be observed and minimum wage rates to be paid 
under the contract. 

Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or Bid Bond in the amount of five percent of
the amount bid. The successful bidder must be able to provide a Payment Bond and
Performance Bond within ten days of Notice of Award. These bonds must be in the amount of
100 percent of the contract amount. Provisions of the Security shall be as described in the
Instruction and Information for Bidders.

Any prospective bidder, offeror, contractor or subcontractor who is aggrieved in connection with the 
solicitation of this contract may protest to Owner (Town of Bluffton) in accordance with Section 27 
of the Town of Bluffton Purchasing Ordinance within 15 days of the date of issuance of the Notice of 
Intent to Award. 

No bid will be considered unless the bidder is legally qualified under the provisions of the South 
Carolina Contractor's Licensing Law (South Carolina Code of Laws as amended on April 1, 1999, 
Chapter 11, Sections 40-11-10 through 40-11428). 

The successful bidder must furnish proof that they have an appropriate State of South
Carolina Utility Contractor's License and a Town of Bluffton Business License before a
contract will be executed.

Bids must be signed by an official of the company authorized to bind the offeror, and it shall contain 
a statement that the proposed price is good for a period of at least ninety (90) days from the Bid 
opening date. 

The Town reserves the right to refuse any or all bids and to waive any technicalities and formalities. 
The Town reserves the right to negotiate with all qualified offerors. The Town may cancel this 
solicitation in part or in its entirety if it is in the Town's best interest to do so. 

This solicitation does not commit the Town to award a contract, or to pay for any cost incurred in the 
preparation of your bids, or to procure or contract for any articles of goods or services. 

The Town does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or 
disability in employment or in the provision of goods or services. 
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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION FOR BIDDERS 

1. BASIS OF CONTRACT: 
See Invitation/Advertisement for Bids and proposal form. 

2. BID SECURITY: 
See Invitation/Advertisement for Bids and Proposal form. 

3. UTILITY CONTRACTOR'S LICENSE: 
All contractors wishing to bid on this project must have obtained a "Utility Contractor 
License" and "Utility Contractor License Number". All utility work to be included in this 
project shall be done by a licensed contractor. The successful bidder must furnish proof that 
they have a State of South Carolina Utility Contractor's License and Town of Bluffton 
Business License before a contract will be executed. 

4. PRE-BID CONFERENCE: 
A conference will be held at 10:00 A.M. on July 14, 2015 in the large conference 
room at Town Hall, 20 Bridge Street, Bluffton, South Carolina.  Project scheduling, 
coordination requirements and questions will be addressed at this time. 

Minutes of the conference will be issued as an addendum and will be made a part of the 
contract. 

5. INTERPRETATIONS: 
No oral interpretation will be made to bidders as to the meaning of the Plans and 
Specifications.  Requests for interpretation of Plans and Specifications must be made in 
writing to Mr. John Hutchinson at the Town of Bluffton, P.O. Box 386, Bluffton South 
Carolina (29910), or via facsimile (843) 706-4533, or by e-mail at 
jhutchinson@townofbluffton.com no later than 5:00 PM on Wednesday, July 22, 2015 
which is seven (7) days prior to the date set for receipt of proposals.  Failure on the 
part of the successful bidder to do so shall not relieve him as Contractor of the 
obligation to execute such work in accordance with a later interpretation by the Engineer. 
All interpretations made to bidders will be issued in the form of addenda to the plans 
and specifications and will be posted on the Towns website at Town of Bluffton Bid 
Opportunities , Number  2015-50.  Such addenda are to be covered in the proposal, and in 
closing the Contract they will become a part thereof. 

6. BIDDERS TO INVESTIGATE: 
Bidders are required to submit their proposals upon the following express conditions, which 
shall apply to and become part of every bid received, viz: 

Each Bidder must satisfy himself and form his own opinion by personal examination of the 
location and ground of the proposed work, and by such other means as he may desire, as to 
the actual conditions and requirements of the work, including the materials to be excavated; 
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must make his own interpretations and satisfy himself by his own investigations and research 
regarding labor and materials needed, and shall make his bid in sole reliance thereon. Any 
information or data furnished by the Owner or its employees for the convenience of any 
bidder is not guaranteed. 

7. PROPOSALS: 
Proposals will be opened and read as stated in the Invitation/Advertisement for Bids. 

All bids must be submitted on the Bid Proposal Form furnished to the Bidder as a part of 
these documents and must be signed. All blanks on the proposal form must be filled in. 
Numbers shall be written in English words and in Arabic Numerals, and the completed form 
shall be without interlineation, alteration, or erasure. Failure to submit a proposal in the form 
requested or the inclusion of any condition, alternate, limitation or provision not called for 
will render the bid irregular and shall be considered sufficient cause for rejection of a bid. 
Failure to complete entries in all blanks in the proposal form shall be considered sufficient 
cause for rejection of a proposal. If the bidder is not currently able to complete the work 
described in the Plans and Specifications but would like to be considered for future work in 
the Town of Bluffton, the bidder may submit a Bid Proposal with the terms "NO BID". A 
"NO BID" Bid Proposal will be considered a responsive bid. 

All addenda issued shall be acknowledged in the place so designated. All alternates, if any, 
shall be bid on; the term "no bid" shall not be used. In the event that the Bidder does not 
desire to make a change in price from his Base Bid for any given alternate, he shall so 
indicate by using the words "no change." Proposals shall close with legal name of Bidder and 
be executed by one legally authorized to bind the bidding firm to a contract. 

Bid Security, made payable to the Owner, shall be in the amount of five percent (5%) of the 
Base Bid. Security shall be a Bid Bond issued by a surety licensed to conduct business in 
state where project is located, and shall have attached Power of Attorney certifying bond 
signee. A proposal cannot be withdrawn after it is filed, unless Bidder makes written request 
to the Owner prior to time set for opening of bids, or unless the Owner fails to accept bid 
within 90 days after date fixed for opening of bids. If any bidder refuses to enter into a 
contract, the Owner will retain his Bid Security as liquidated damages but not as a penalty. 
The successful bidder must be able to provide a Payment Bond and Performance Bond within 
10 days of notice to award. Samples of such bonds are contained herein and shall be in the 
amount of 100% of the value of the Base Bid. 

Submittal: The Proposal, in duplicate, and a single copy of the Bid Security together with the 
Power of Attorney shall be contained in a sealed envelope bearing the Bidder's name and 
utility contractor's license number clearly addressed to the Owner as indicated on the 
Proposal Form. In addition, in large letters on both the front and back of the envelope, the 
following shall appear: "PROPOSAL FOR CONSTRUCTION. DO NOT OPEN UNTIL 
(INSERT TIME) O'CLOCK, (INSERT DATE)" not later than the date and hour named 
therein.  After that time, no proposals will be received or withdrawn. 
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8. FORM OF AGREEMENT: 
Form of Agreement will be on the enclosed Form in the Bid Documents. 

9. AWARD: 
The Owner's intent is to make an award within funds available to the lowest responsible 
bidder furnishing satisfactory performance surety. 

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive technicalities and 
informalities. 

The Owner reserves the right to select the alternates to be used in determining the lowest bid. 
If such bid exceeds available funds, the Owner may reject all bids. The Owner will decide 
which is the lowest qualified bidder, and in determining such bidder, the following elements 
will be considered for each bidder: 

a. Maintains a permanent place of business. 
b. Has adequate plant, equipment and personnel to perform the work properly 

and expeditiously. 
c. Has suitable financial status to meet obligations incident to the work. 
d. Has appropriate technical experience. 

Awards shall be made only to responsive and responsible contractors who possess the ability 
or have access to resources to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of 
proposed procurement. Consideration must be given to such matters as contractor integrity, 
compliance with public policy, record of past performance, financial, and technical resources. 

10. CONTRACTOR TO BE SATISFACTORY TO OWNER: 
The Contract will not be awarded to any bidder or bidders who have failed in any contractual 
obligations to the Owner, or who has on any previous contract performed in a manner 
unsatisfactory to the Owner, either as to the character of the work, the fulfillment of 
guarantees or the time consumed in its completion. 

One or more bidders shall, upon written request and prior to the letting of the contract, 
furnish the owner with the following information relative to his own business and that of 
each of the subcontractors named in his Bid Proposal. 

(a) A statement of his experience, including a list of projects for which he or his 
firm was a responsible contractor or subcontractor; such lists shall indicate 
the name or identification and location of each project, the year it was 
completed, a brief description and the approximate dollar value of the work 
for which he was responsible. 

(b) A statement of experience of each subcontractor named in his Bid Proposal; 
each  statement  shall  include  a  list  of  projects  for  which  the  named 
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subcontractor was a responsible contractor or subcontractor; such lists shall 
include the name or identification and location of each project, the year it was 
completed, a brief description and the approximate dollar value of the work 
for which the named subcontractor was responsible. 

(c) The amount of capital and equipment the Bidder has available for the work of 
the project. 

(d) The amount of capital and equipment each of the named subcontractors has 
available for the work of the project. 

(e) A statement showing the financial assets and liabilities of the Bidder, 
certified to by a Certified Public Accountant. 

(f) A statement from each of the named subcontractors showing his assets and 
liabilities, certified by a Certified Public Accountant. 

11. LIQUIDATED DAMAGES: 
Liquidated damages as set forth in the Bid Proposal will be assessed for each consecutive 
calendar day of delay in the completion of the work not excusable as provided in the Special 
Conditions (Section 01002) and the Bid Proposal. 

12. SURETY AND INSURANCE COMPANIES: 
The Contract provides that the surety and insurance companies must be acceptable to the 
Owner. To avoid inconvenience, any bidder or subcontractor should confer with the Owner 
to determine whether the surety or insurance companies expected to be used on the work are 
acceptable to the Owner. (See Section 00700, Article 5.) 
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BID PROPOSAL 

TOWN OF BLUFFTON 
P.O. BOX 386 
BLUFFTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29910 

ATTENTION: MR. JOHN HUTCHINSON 
PROJECT MANAGER 

PROJECT TITLE: BUCK ISLAND-SIMMONSVILLE SEWER EXTENSION (PHASE THREE) 

COMPANY: 

SUBMITTED BY:                                                   

Gentlemen: 

Having carefully examined the Plans, Specifications and other Contract Documents relating to the 
project, dated May 2012 (See Section 01002, Para. 24 for latest revision dates.) and Addendum 
No.(s)                       , and also having carefully inspected the premises and the conditions 
affecting the work, the undersigned hereby proposes and agrees to furnish all materials, labor skill, 
equipment, tools and other things of every kind and description specified, needed or used for the 
complete execution of all work covered by and in conformity with the aforesaid Plans, Specifications 
and other Contract Documents prepared by HUSSEY, GAY, BELL & DEYOUNG, INC., Consulting 
Engineers (hereinafter called the "Engineer") for the Town of Bluffton (hereinafter called the 
"Owner") and all Amendments and Addenda thereto, for the sums hereinafter stated. 

SCHEDULE OF BID PROPOSAL: 

Bidder must fill in unit prices in figures, make extensions of each item and total as indicated. For 
complete information concerning these items, see Plans and Specifications. 
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Client: Town of Bluffton Proj. Name:
Date: May 20, 2012

Item # Description Estim. Qty. Unit Price Total Price

General
1 Clearing and Grubbing, incl. street R/W,

easements & other areas as shown on the plans 1 LS
2 Grading and Project Miscellaneous shall include

all grading, including off-site removal and
replacement of unsuitable material, to meet the
finished grades shown on the plans, and project
staking, testing, insurance, bonds & all
miscellaneous items not included elsewhere in
this bid schedule to complete the project in accord
with the plans and specifications 1 LS

3 Rem. and Rep. Standard Asphalt Paving Section 440 SY
4 Rem. and Rep. Asphalt Paving (SCDOT Section) 35 SY
5 Mill and Replace Existing SCDOT Paving 450 SY
6 Remove and Replace Concrete Paving Section 45 SY
7 Silt Fence - Type "A" 4,425 LF
8 Tree Protection (As Directed by Owner) 5,000 LF
9 Grassing 17,500 SY

 SUBTOTAL

SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM
1 4" PVC Service Lat. (Direct Bury) 500 LF
2 6" PVC Service Lat. (Direct Bury) 390 LF
3 6" PVC Service Lat. (Horizontal Directional Drill) 300 LF
4 8"x4" Service Wye 11 EA
5 8"x6" Service Wye 18 EA
6 4" Cleanout For Future Connection 55 EA
7 8" PVC Sewer Pipe 0' - 6' 550 LF
8 8" PVC Sewer Pipe 6' - 8' 1,050 LF
9 8" PVC Sewer Pipe 8' - 10' 650 LF
10 8" PVC Sewer Pipe 10'-12' 250 LF
11 8" PVC Sewer Pipe 12' - 14' 485 LF
12 10" PVC Sewer Pipe 14' - 16' 615 LF
13 Jack and Bore 20" Steel Casing W/Carrier Pipe 600 LF
14 Standard Manhole 0' - 6' 2 EA

BID PROPOSAL
Buck Island - Simmonsville 
Sewer Extension (Phase 3)



3

Client: Town of Bluffton Proj. Name:
Date: May 20, 2012

Item # Description Estim. Qty. Unit Price Total Price

BID PROPOSAL
Buck Island - Simmonsville 
Sewer Extension (Phase 3)

15 Standard Manhole 6' - 8' 4 EA
16 Standard Manhole 8' - 10' 4 EA
17 Standard Manhole 12' - 14' 3 EA
18 Standard Manhole 14' - 16' 4 EA
19 Core Drill Existing Manhole 1 EA

SUBTOTAL

WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
1 1" Service Lateral (Direct Bury) 245 LF
2 1" Service Lateral (HDD) 80 LF
3 1" Corporation Stop 13 EA
4 1" Curb Stop 13 EA
5 2" Manifold Assembly 1 EA
6 Fire Hydrant w/6" Valve & Box 1 EA
7 6" Water main (incl. fittings & thrust restraints) 380 LF
8 Connect to Existing Water main 2 EA

 SUBTOTAL

ADD ALTERNATE No. 1
1 4" PVC Service Lat. (Direct Bury) 7,000 LF
2 4" Cleanout 150 EA
3 Abandon Septic Tanks 45 EA
4 1" Service Lateral (Water) 3,000 LF
5 House Connection (Water) 15 EA
6 Site Protection and Restoration 1 LS

 SUBTOTAL
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Client: Town of Bluffton Proj. Name:
Date: May 20, 2012

Item # Description Estim. Qty. Unit Price Total Price

BID PROPOSAL
Buck Island - Simmonsville 
Sewer Extension (Phase 3)

GENERAL
SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM

WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

BASE BID

ADD ALTERNATE No. 1

BASE BID + ADD ALTERNATES
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For and in consideration of the sum of $1.00, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, 
the Undersigned agrees that this proposal may not be revoked or withdrawn after the time 
set for the opening of bids but shall remain open for acceptance for a period of ninety days 
following such time. 

In case he be notified in writing by mail, telegraph, or delivery of the acceptance of the 
Proposal within ninety days after the time set for the opening of bids, the Undersigned 
agrees to execute within ten days a Contract (Form of Agreement between Contractor and 
Owner) for the work for the above stated compensation and at the same time to furnish and 
deliver to the Owner a Performance Bond and Payment Bond in accordance with the 
instructions bound in the specifications, each in an amount equal to 100 percent of the 
contract sum. 

The Undersigned agrees to commence actual physical work on the site with an adequate 
force and equipment within ten days of a date to be specified in a written order from the 
Owner and to complete, fully, all work within 75 consecutive calendar days to reach 
substantial completion and an additional 15 consecutive calendar days to reach final 
completion for a total of 90 consecutive calendar days, or within _________ consecutive 
calendar days if different than specified.  The Undersigned Bidder agrees to pay to the 
Owner, Liquidated Damages as stated in the Special Conditions for each consecutive 
calendar day of delay in an amount not to exceed $500 per day. 

Enclosed herewith is a Bid Bond in the amount of________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________Dollars($_____________________________) 

being not less than 5 percent of the Base Bid.  The Bid Bond must be submitted on a form 
acceptable to the Owner.  The Undersigned agrees that the above stated amount is the 
proper measure of liquidated damages which the Owner will sustain by the failure of the 
Undersigned to execute the Contract and to furnish the performance Bond and Payment 
Bond in case this proposal is accepted and further agrees to the following: 

If this Proposal is accepted within 90 days after the date set for the opening of bids and the 
Undersigned fails to execute the Contract within 10 days after written notice of such 
acceptance or if he fails to furnish both a Performance Bond and Payment Bond, the 
obligation of the Bid Bond will remain in full force and effect and the money payable 
thereon shall be paid into the funds of the Owner as Liquidated Damages for such failure; 
otherwise the obligation of the Bid Bond will be null and void. 
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The Bidder submits the following statement of Bidder's qualifications. 

                            BIDDER'S QUALIFICATIONS 

NAME OF BIDDER_____________________________________________________________  

STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________     

TELEPHONE NO._________________________________ FAX NO._____________________ 

WHEN ORGANIZED____________________________________________________________     

WHERE INCORPORATED_______________________________________________________     

LICENSED TO DO BUSINESS IN THE STATE OF __________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________     

The foregoing statement of qualifications is submitted under oath: 

                  Respectfully submitted, 

                  Name:_______________________________________________    

                  Mailing Address:________________________________________   

                  By:_________________________________________________   

                  Title:_______________________________________________   

The legal name of the Bidder is: 

                  ____________________________________________________   

(Attach satisfactory evidence of the authority of the officer, or officers, signing on behalf of a 
corporation.) 
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CONTRACTOR QUESTIONNAIRE 

Name of Contractor:_______________________________________________________ 

Names, addresses, and telephone numbers of three references for which contractor has 
performed work similar in nature and scope to this project: 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Names, addresses, telephone numbers and general description of work to be performed 
by proposed subcontractors: 

________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have a written safety plan: ___________________________________________ 

Can you provide information regarding safety or insurance records such as experience, 
OSHA incident rate, or other logs/documentation: __________________________ 

Do you have a safety manager on staff: ________________________________________ 

If so, please name that person: _______________________________________________ 

Do you have a person on staff who will prepare the required traffic control plan: _______ 

If so, please name that person: _______________________________________________ 

Do you have a person on staff that is qualified and certified to perform all required 
inspections and observations work:  __________________________________________ 

If so, please name that person: _______________________________________________ 
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